Results of the management of craniopharyngioma in children. An endocrinological approach to the treatment.
The treatment results of 21 (1972-1982) patients with craniopharyngioma are reported who were treated either by surgery alone or by surgery and radiation therapy. The authors reviewed 14 patients (67%) who were less than 18 years of age at the time of surgery. The eradication was thought to be total in 7 children and subtotal in 7. Radiation was given as part of the initial therapy to 5 children after total excision and to 3 after subtotal removal. There were 2 postoperative deaths. All of the children suffered postoperative hormonal deficiencies. The results of this study indicate that total and subtotal removal followed by RT is an acceptable treatment for craniopharyngioma. Endocrine-deficient children, if treated properly, do well in terms of survival.